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Welcome Neighbor!

First of all, wedidn’t mean to offend anyone
last month by encouraging you to jot down
your memories — it just seems like the right
thing to do and we really, really hope you
give it serious thought. During the course
of themonth wedid receivetwo new ones —
from Mary (Pearson) Pumphrey and Ardena
Eanes — both of which are really great! We
had planned to feature “The Home that
Homer Pearson Built” this month and
include thestory from Mary but several good
folk suggested they would like to see the
“rest of the story” aswritten by our neighbor
to the South (FAR South — as in Australia)
so wewill conclude his wonderful story this
month and resume a more standard format
in April. Also many thanks to Harry Visger
for sending pictures (see page 3) and
newspaper clips and Jehane Keysfor sharing
news articles.

So, DID YOU KNOW that March is . . ..
Foot Health Month, Humorists Are Artists
Month, National Furniture Refinishing
Month, National Frozen Food Month,
National Noodle Month, and National
Peanut Month. From that selection we must
now decide what to do first. Maybe a bowl
of noodle soup would be good during this
cold weather.

On page two we are giving the answer to
our nickname list. We have not heard
anyone say they knew them all but that’'s
what makesit fun. Now we can learn more
about our neighbors. And speaking of that,
the PWC Historic Preservation Division is
looking for volunteers to help at the
Brentsville Courthouse complex. No
experience necessary! They will be offering
an orientation function at the siteon March
24" from 10am until noon. Why not drop
by and seewhat you can offer? | doubt they
will need a mechanic but one of Life’'s
Absolute Laws — the Law of Mechanical
Repair — states that after your hands become
coated with grease your nose will begin to
itch and you’ Il have to use the bathroom.

Very best wishes,
Nelson & Morgan
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Here are the given names matched with the familiar names
from last month.

1-27 1645 31-21 46— 50 61— 86 76— 65
2-60 17-1 32-173 47-72 62— 82 77-78
3-24 18-28 33-87 48-55 63— 25, 44 7853
4-41 19-35 3477 49-64 64— 88 79-80
5-19 20— 34 35-42 50 -4 65— 66 80— 57
6— 20,26 21— 84 36-79 51—76 66 -9 81— 46
7-5 2262 37-11 52— 36 67— 68 82—74,92
8—57 23-59 38-23 53—89 68— 68 83-29
9-16 24-31,32 39-37 54—67,91 69— 67 8440
10-17 25— 43 40-47 55—30 70-7 85-6
11-12 2685 41-93 56— 83 71— 69 86— 10
1254 27-70 42-93 57-71 72-90 87-15
13-18 28-81 43-48 5858 73-8 88—13,14
14-22 29-38 44-52 59— 56 748,75 89-3
15-2,25 30-49 45-51 60— 61 75— 8,39 90-3
91-33
Where WILD Things Live

Eptesicus fuscus is about 330 mm (13 inches). This species is

sexually dimorphic in size, females being

(Big Brown Bat) slightly larger than males. They have 32 teeth

that are sharp and heavy and were described as

The Big Brown Bat, ranges from southern ;:;\Bable of causing severe bites. The bat’s nose

Canada, through temperate North America,
down through Central America to extreme
northern South America, and the West | ndies.
It inhabits cities, towns, and rural areas, but is
least commonly found in heavily forested
regions. It can winter in human dwellings and
has been found to take up residence in barns,
silos, and churches. Also, this bat has been
found roosting in storm sewers, expansion joint
spaces in concrete athletic stadiums, and copper

mines. In presettlement times it is presumed
the big brown bat roosted in tree hollows,
natural caves, or openings in rock ledges.

Occasionally groupsof thesebats arestill found
living in tree cavities.

The generic name Eptesicusis derived from the
Greek, meaning “house flyer.” All this bat needs
isasmall hole or warped, loose siding to gain
entry into a home. Once inside, it prefers to
roost in double walls or boxed-in eaves rather
than attics. It is reasonable to speculate that
populations of the big brown bat have increased
with an increasing number of human
habitations.

Total length is 110-130 mm with the tail less
than half the total body length. The wingspan

road and the lips are fleshy; the eyesare large
and bright. The ears are rounded.

Big brown bats tend to mate right before they
o0 into hibernation, but the female does not
ecome pregnant until the spring, in the

beginning of April. 60 days after the female

becomes pregnant, shegives birth to one or two
babies. The average weight of apup is3.3g. The
babies are born blind and with no fur, but they
grow quickly and are able to fly by early July.
Males are not involved in parenting.

Females must eat at least their body weight in
insects each night when they are nursing young.
They leave theyoung in the roost while foraging.

Big brown bats can survive up to 19 yearsin the
wild and malestend to live longer than females.
Most big brown bats die in their first winter. If
they do not store enough fat to make it through
their entire hibernation period then they diein
their winter roost.

Source: Mulheisen, M. and K. Berry. 2000. “Eptesicus
fuscus” (On-line), Animal Diversity Web. at http://
animaldiversity.ummz.umich.edu/site/accounts/
information/Eptesicus_fuscus.html.




Photographs Courtesy of Harry Visger

Mary Lou Lipscomb - her
family lived on the “Old
May Place’

Student Pastor Warren Moody
and wife Kristy, Brentsville
Presbyterian Church,
June 1955 - December 1955

Pastor Ed H "\‘Nife Peggy‘and son my. First full time pastor
at Brentsville Presbyterian, started January 1956

* Student Pastor Sam Hope and wife Nancy, Brentsville Judy Storch. Duringthe 1940's her family lived
Presbyterian Church, June 1954 - June 1955 onwhat was later known as the “ Kempton Farm”
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Bucky, Nancy and twins, Johnny and Frankie Golladay. The
little girl on the right is Virginia Keys.
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T Hydro-electric power plant on Occoquan Run (now called

W

the Lake Jackson Dam), under construction by the Virginia Eptesicus fuscus
Public Service Company in 1930. Water behind the dam ;

would cause severd fords (river crossings) in the Brentsville (BI g Brown Bat)
area to be too deep to use. See page 2
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Conceptua drawing of what the Brentsville Clerk’s Office might have looked like.
Courtesy of Ray Goodrow, PWC Historic Preservation Division.
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Flashback

Elmer Daniel Breeden
March 8, 1928 — November 11, 2006

Elmer Daniel Breeden of Stevensville, MD
died at his home Saturday, November 11, 2006.
He was 78.

Born on March 8, 1928, in Washington, DC,
he was the son of the late Benjamin Jackson
Breeden and Ethel Burke. He wasraised on a
small farm in Brentsville, VA until he enlisted
in the Merchant Marinesin 1945. During his
enlisted time he would meet and later marry
June Shipley in 1947. After he was honorably
discharged hewould return to the Washington,
DC area and soon establish his own plumbing
company, Breeden Plumbing and Heating in
Mt. Rainier. Over the years they resided in
Silver Spring, Hyattsville, and Annapolis, MD,
but Mr. Breeden especialy enjoyed the summer
months at their home along the Chester River
on Kent Island, where they would eventually
make their permanent residence. He would
retire in June of 1998. Always to be
remembered as a handyman, Mr. Breeden
enjoyed his seasonadl trips to the east coast of
Florida, playing cards, gardening and
especialy antiquing with June.

He is survived by his beloved wife June
Breeden of Stevensville, MD; adaughter Peggy
Hollidge of Beltsville, MD; three sons Ronald
Breeden of Flintstone, MD; Daniel Breeden of
Bethesda, MD and Bruce Breeden of Asheville,
NC; three sisters Hazel, Charlotte and Vivian,
eight grandchildren and five great
grandchildren.

Source: Family Announcement

Virginia Obituary

Mr. W. W. Kincheloe, ex-treasurer of
Prince William County, died at his home
at Brentsville, at 1 o’clock yesterday
morning, of heart disease. Mr. Kincheloe
was about sixty-four years old. He was
the first treasurer of the county after the
war, a position which he filled
continuously by successive elections until
1891, when he voluntarily resigned. He
had been twice married, and leaves a wife
and six children, three of whom, Mr.
Edward Kincheloe, Mrs. William Hedrick,
and Mrs. Willard Green, reside in

Washington. The interment will take
place Monday in Washington at
Greenwood. The following are the

pallbearers: Judge C. E. Nicol, of the
Circuit Court; Judge W. E. Lipscomb, of
the County Court; Capt. E. Nelson, clerk
of the court; A. W. Sinclair, Esq., of the
Manassas bar; Dr. P. B. Bowen, and Mr.
Redmond Foster.

Source: The Washington Post, Mar 16, 1902, pg. 9

Will Present Hag to School

Alexandria Council of the Junior Order of
American Mechanicswill thisafternoon present
an American flag to the school trustees of
Brentsville, Va. John H. Trimyer will deliver
the presentation address.

Source: The Washington Post, Nov 8, 1907, pg. 5




Citizens at Wa
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Asthewar continued therewas amass displacement
of Southerners—*“refugeeswho crowded theroads,
trains, towns and cities...in a futile search for
sanctuary from the Yankeeinvader.” (32) Itisknown
that Miss S. Somerville Williams relocated to
Culpeper with friends. Her first letter home was
given to aSouthern soldier to post — but somehow
was not posted till 6 monthslater in Louisiana. Itis
not known how longit took to arriveat Brentsville.
(33) Wealso know that thetown of Brentsvillewas
all butdestroyed. Whether the townsfolk moved out
to the surviving farms, or went further afield to
Richmond or other places seen as safe havens is
unknown.

As the Army of Northern Virginia, fresh from its
crushingvictory at Chancellorsville started to head
north, on the road that would eventually lead to
Gettysburg, EllisA. Deats, youngest of the “Yankee
settlement” brotherswho had joined the4th Virginia
Cavalry waskilled in askirmish near Aldie on the
17h of June. Hewasdescribed in theregiment roster
as“aminor.” (34) Oneof thepreviously mentioned
Towles brothers wrote home -" Of the young men
in our neighborhood, no-onehasbeenkilled recently
except young Deats of our Co. who was killed
fighting bravely.” (35)

Robert Carter from the US Regular Army whom
we heard from earlier reported on the 15th June
1863. “We marched at 5.30am through Catlett’s to
near Bristoe Station, about 5miles— over acleanly
swept tract of Bull Run country, which boreall the
unmistakable evidences of war’s destructive hand.
It was terribly hot and dusty. Little or no water ...
weremained in camp duringthe 16" in amiserable,
unattractive field, low and flat.” (36)

It was during the Battle of Gettysburg, nearing
sunset on July 2, 1863 that Joseph Latimer,
Brentsvilleresidentand “Boy Major” was severely
wounded by shrapnel, and his horsekilled. Latimer

r - Final Section
by
Spencer

wastrapped under theanimal. Captain Dement, in
charge of one of the batterieslater stated...” | was
with Major Latimer on the field of Gettysburg,
assisted in taking him from under his horse, and
carried him from thefield. His bravery during the
day wasmost gallant, showing thegreaest coolness
and bravery under the most trying circumstances.
Whileunder hishorse he continued to give orders,
and he seemed to think only of hiscommand.” (37)
Although Latimer’s left arm was immediately
amputated, he died from complications on the 1st
of August 1863 till three weeks short of his
twentieth birthday.

Still at Gettysburg, during Pickett's charge, Eppa
Hunton, wasforced to lead hismen on horseback,
making a conspicuous target. (Hunton’s fistula
prevented hismarching.) Hunton suffered asevere
wound to the leg and his horse was killed. (38)
Whilst recovering, he was promoted to Brigadier
General on August 9 1863.

Lee'sarmy pulled back beyond the Rappahannock,
and again the County was home to the Yankees.
Rufus R. Dawes, a magjor in the 6" Wisconsin
Volunteersrelates- July 25, 1863. Near Warrenton.
What acalamity to acountry to even have an army
camp init! Thebeautiful country about Warrenton,
without fences, without crops, without even garden
enclosures, is little better than adesert....It isthe
home of Virginia aristocracy, but you see literaly
nothing but black veilsand mourningdresses.” (39)

However, the rebel attacks in Prince William
continued. On 27 July apatrol from the New York
Cavalry was attacked near Brentsville. Pennock
Huey, Colond of the2nd Cavalry Brigade reported
that a squadron had been immediately dispatched
to catch theculprits. “Every possible effort has been
made to discover these men. Houseswere searched,
and all citizensand Negroesminutely interrogated,
but no information obtained ... the impression

Cont i nued page 7




From page 6

prevails ... that the rendezvous of these guerrillasis
some point in the vicinity of Brentsville.” (40)
Research is still continuing on the role that African
Americans played in the Brentsville story. It is
apparent from theabove that those that had remained
wereloyd totheir masters. As agenerdised comment,
during the war field hands often fled to the Union
troops which they viewed as the path to freedom,
whilst House Slaves often remained loyal to the
Master’s family.

The effect of war on Brentsville is apparent in this
letter dated Oct. 7th, 1863 from Elisha Hunt Rhodes
of the 2nd Rhode Island. “I have got the best hotel
that a soldier ever lived in. Last Monday morning |
took my company and asix-muleteam and went into
the country on aforaging expedition. After marching
about 3 mileswe cameto thevillage of Brentsville. |
placed guards about the town to prevent being
surprised by guerrillas and then marched down the
main street ... Thetown is deserted by all the white
peopleand left to the care of the Negroes. One house
in the process of building is owned by the Rebel
General Hunting.” (Note: Rhodes means Eppa
Hunton.) “ Here | loaded our wagon with boards,
doorsand windows and started back to camp. Since
then the men have built me ahouse ... eighteen feet
long, ten feet wide and the peak is 12 feet high ... sO
I am livingin style.” (41)

Hunton's origina house was burnt by Yankee troops,
along with other homes in the area. However, the
White House was still habitable. Between 1863 and
1865 aBritish subject, Mrs. Hollandswasliving there,
and itwasused as asafehouse for Southernersmaking
their way to and from Washington. (42)

The changeswrought by war to this entire areawere
massive. Union Major Rufus Dawes related — “Near
Catlett’'s Station. November 1%, 1863. ...20 months
ago we camehere, theadvance of the army, and more
pleasant homes are seldom found. ... Now nothing
but charred ruins and ghostly looking chimneys mark
the places of those pretty looking cottages. Not a
fence, barn, nor scarceavestigeof timber remainsto
identify thespot. In place thecountry iscovered with
thebones of dead horsesand mules, and thedebris of
abandoned camps. Unsightly stumps mark the places
of pleasantgroves. Itishard for onewho hasnot seen,

to imaginethehorrid desolation wrought by war.”
(43)

Further evidence is provided from the 13th
Pennsylvania, this time by Capt. Andrew H.
McHenry dated March 8, 1864 “... Came to
Brentsville, examined the place, found five
houses occupied, including thejail. But two men
reside in this town; the court-house has but part
of the roof remaining on; the houses generally
areinruin.” (44)

Near the end of the war the old foe of the “Iron
scouts’, the 1st Michigan Cavary returned to
Prince William County. On April 2, 1865 as the
Confederate authorities were evacuating
Richmond, Brentsville was still being used as a
base by Confederate scouts. The same day Capt.
Pierson of the 1st Michigan reported -"...went
on a scout toward Brentsville... we returned
bringing seven prisoners, guerrillas. The pickets
reported al quiet.” (45) It isprobable that some
of theseweredesertersfrom theArmy of Northern
Virginia, who seeing no further opportunity for
Confederatevictory had returned home.

Eppa Hunton, still commanding the 8" Virginia,
was captured with many others at Sayler’s Creek
in the last days of the war in Virginia. (46)
However, even Robert E Lee's surrender at
Appomattox did not end the sight of Union
soldiers for the Brentsville residents. Following
the Conf ederate surrender by Lee, and later Joe
Johnston in North Carolina, the Union troops
through the South were recalled to the area of
Washington DC for agrand parade through the
streets of the capital in late May. Brentsville as
things panned out was perfectly placed for
camping asthousands of Yankees converged on
Washington. About half of these troops were
ordered to march viaFredericksburg. However,
therest went on aslightly morecircuitiousroute,
via Ashland, Spotsylvania, Chancellorsville,
Brentsville, Fairfax and Alexandria, generaly
marching thirteen miles a day or until a suitable
camping area was found. Judging from the
Official Records it appears that nearly every
Brigade that was ordered that way camped near
Brentsville between May 17 and 19 - generdly
they left their previous camps between 4.30 am

Cont i nued page 8




From page 7

and 6 am, arriving at Brentsville in the early
afternoon, most about 2pm. They then camped until
the next morning before moving on. Being at the
confluence of 3 runswould have madethetown an
ideal camping spot.

With peacerestored to the Union, it must have been
area shock for the citizens and soldiersto return
to this once proud town. War had not been kind to
Brentsville. The Courthouse and much of thetown
were in ruin. The Courthouse records had been
destroyed. It would take many years for things to
be returned to the state they were in prior to the
wa.

Eppa Hunton following his capturewas interred at
FortressWarren in Boston Harbor, movedto nearby
Warrenton, where he resumed his law practice.
Entering politics af ter the reconstruction period he
became a prominent member of the Democratic
Party serving in Congress between 1873 and 1881,
and in the Senate between 1892 and 1895. (47) He
died in Richmond in 1908 and is buried in the
Hollywood Cemetery there. (48)

Whilst Brentsville remained the County Seat of
Prince William County its prominence in the
community was assured. But nearby Manassas
aided by therailroad started torival Brentsvillefor
its position. Until 1858 Manassas Junction was just
another small railroad siding on the Orange and
Alexandria line. Another line to the Shenandoah
Valley known as the Manassas Gap Railroad was
being built. When this ran out of funds, it was
decided to share the existing line to Washington
between Manassas and Alexandria, substantially
increasing theimportance of the town. (49) (It was
the unused railroad cut for the Manassas Gap line
that was used to great effect by Stonewall Jackson
a the Battle of Second Manassas.) In 1872 and
again in 1888 attemptsto movethe county seat were
defeated. However in 1888it appeared that themain
reason for retaining Brentsville was that many of
the prominent men of the County resided there, and
they had influenced the vote. (50)

Manassas continued to grow, and a third election
in 1892 saw a popular mandate for the transfer to
take place. When anew Courthousewas completed,
on New Years Day 1894 the county seat of Prince

William County was officially changed to
Manassas. This signaled the end of Brentsville's
prominence. Without the regular influx of visitors
for Courthouse business the town slowly fell into

decay.

Severd of the wartime homes of the area survive,
including the Cockrell, Foster and Howison's
plantations. On the main street one can still seethe
White House, which was earmarked for demolition
in the late 1930's but was fortunately saved.

And across the street, proudly and serenely, the
Court Housestill castsits shadow over itslong and
at times tragic history. It surely stands today as a
reminder of daysgoneby. It has seen thegood times
from its building in 1823 as the centre of a small
but bustling town, later 4 tragic years of Civil War
that tore the nation apart and leftit in ruins. Rebuilt
after thewar, itlater fell into decay again. However
it has again been recently renovated thanks to the
hard work and dedication of the Friends of
Brentsville Court House.

Theformer splendour of thisbuildingisthankfully
restored. It surely has been awitness to history.
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Brentsville Neighbors

Information About Brentsville
Shared Amoung Neighbors
Contact us via e-mail on:
MorganBreeden@aol.com

BrentsvilleNeighbors
c/oMorgan Breeden
9721 Windy Hill Drive
Nokesville, VA 20181




